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Fred Levine is delighted to announce its first solo exhibition in its new gallery Hope is the Thing
With Colours, a solo exhibition by British artist Rebecca Partridge, opening July 5, in Bruton. The
exhibition presents a new body of work ranging from large watercolours on raw canvas to tiny oil
paintings on panel, though made in different ways this is the artists attempt to convey an
experiential relationship to our natural environment, from the artist’s prolonged periods of
observation whether that be of desert skies, wildflowers at night, or tree canopies in the bright
light of midday.

Taking its title from a reimagining of Emily Dickinson’s iconic line, “Hope” is the thing with
feathers, Partridge’s new series investigates colour as a vessel for emotional resonance and
quiet optimism. Through luminous surfaces and refined gradations of tone, her paintings offer
immersive visual experiences that draw viewers into meditative spaces—spaces where light,
memory, and nature intersect.

Both the wildflowers and tree canopies are made with the help of extensive colour notes which
the artist makes in the landscape. Although they use a photographic reference to translate the
structure of these moments of attention, photographs are never able to convey colours as they

www.fredlevine.co.uk Registered in England & Wales
info@fredlevine.co.uk Company no 13639397



FRED LEVINE

are directly experienced, something which through the process of multiple layering becomes
more closely experienced through painting. In the Sky Paintings, made up of dozens of very thin
washes of watercolour, the colour begins to hum, oscillating between something abstract and
very real in the world. These paintings, unlike the smaller works, are made from memory which
allows for an embodied and intuitive process of making.

Partridge has often referred in the past to her own experience of Synaesthesia; which for her
includes heightened colour perceptions. This is perhaps revealed when we look at the works
collectively: patterns begin to emerge and the individual paintings can then be seen as a series of
moments which point to something much larger. Their relational nature reveals abstractions not
only in colour and light, but to time and the cyclical rhythms of the natural world. These paintings
ask us to stop and take a moment, to be silent and give attention, they are moments of both
vitality and respite for us, and reminders of the importance of attention to our natural
environment.

For further information and imagery please email:
general@fredlevine.co.uk

About Rebecca Partridge

Since graduating from the Royal Academy Schools in 2007 she has exhibited internationally.
Recent solo exhibitions include: Dusk, Dawn, Day, and Wildflowers, Night both La Loma Projects
(LA), The Glow of Hours, Thelma Hulbert Gallery, (UK), On A Clear Day Fred Levine (UK), In The
Meantime, at Kunsthalle CCA Andratx (Spain) and Notations at Kunstverein Springhornhof,
(Germany). She has been awarded several international scholarships including from The Nordic
Kunstnasenter Dale, (Norway), The Josef and Anni Albers Foundation (USA), and The Terra
Foundation for American Art (summer Fellowship in Giverny, France).

Over the past ten years she has curated a series of exhibitions taking place in Germany, Norway
and the UK: including Scaling The Sublime at Nottingham University which she curated with
Nicholas Alfrey, followed by In Pursuit of Elusive Horizons at Parafin Gallery, London and most
recently, Expanding Landscapes: Painting After Land Art, curated with Joy Sleeman at
Hestercombe Gallery and which is currently toured to Abbot Hall, U.K
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